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To  THE  Members  of  the  CoulJrGiL, 

Gentlemen, 

During  1919  there  were  265  deaths  in  the  Urban  District, 
of  these  74  were  those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
District  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  the  Lady  Ede'h  Hospital, 
and  St.  Monica’s  Home.  Eleven  residents  died  outside  the 
District,  and  were  regis'tertd  as  inhabitants.  The  net  total 
is  203.  The  estimated  population  is  15,524.  but  for 
calculating  the  Death-Rate  the  civilian  population  only  is 
estimated  at  13,564.  This  number  gives  a death  rate  of  14 
per  1,000. 

The  number  of  Rirths  returned  to  me  by  the  Local 
Regist:ar  ir.  300.  By  tlie  General  Register  Office  it  is  2'/S. 
I do  not  know. .which  is  correcL-but -taking  the  former  the 
Birth-Rate  is  21  per  1,000.  The  illegitimate  Births  were  14. 

Thirty  children  under  one  year  of  age  died,  three  of 
whom  were  illegitimate. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Enteric  . . i 

Measles  . . 2 

Scarlatina  . . 4 

Diphtheria  . . 2 

Diarrbaea  . . 5 


As  133  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified,  and  145  of 
Measles  the  mortality  is  very  small.  The  arrangements 
made  for  nursing  the  measles’  patients  worked  admirably, 
and  I have  no  doubt  saved  many  lives.  There  were  24 
deaths  from  Influenza,  which  was  epidemic  in  a very 
malignant  form,  and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
nursing  the  numerous  patients. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  much 
more  numerous  than  usual,  as  Scarlatina  and  Measles  were 
epidemic  for  several  months.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlatina  . . 133 

Enteric  . . 7 

Diphtheria  . . 15 

Erysipelas  . . i 

Measles  . , 145 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6 
Tuberculosis  23 


The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  was  probably  some 
hundreds,  as  only  one  notification  is  required  from  a house- 
hold. The  Scarlatina  attacks  were  mostly  of  a mild  type, 
and  children  were  frequently  found  “peeling”  who  had 
never  been  laid  up  in  bed  or  confined  to  the  house. 

The  Tuberculosis  cases  are  promptly  notified  by  the 
Doctors. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles  and  Scarlatina  have  been  very  prevalent  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  There  have  been  few  cases  of 
Diphtheria.  Anti  toxin  is  supplied  when  required  to  the 
doctors,  and  is  always  used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There 
have  been  no  cases  of  Malaria  or  Dysentry,  except  amongst 
returned  soldiers.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  the 
Tubercular  Dispensary  by  County  Council  Staff. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  increase  in  Venereal 
Diseases.  Patients  are  sent  for  treatment  to  one  of  the 
County  Clinics. 

There  has  been  no  Small-Pox,  Anthrax  or  Rabies. 
Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  spring.  All  the  available 
nurses,  many  of  whom  were  volunteers,  were  fully  employed. 
In  prospect  of  another  epidemic  an  Emergency  Committee 
has  been  formed,  and  Miss  Stead,  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitor,  has  undertaken  the  supervision  of  Nurses  and  Home 
Helps,  and  will  work  in  conjunction  with  our  local  Nursing 
Association,  and  any  nurses  who  are  working  independently. 
All  the  Doctors  have  been  supplied  with  anti-influenza 
vaccine. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  is  drawn  from  drifts  under  the  River  Wear. 
There  are  three  Sand  Filtration  Beds,  in  addition  to  the 
natural  filtration.  It  is  analysed  twice  a year,  chemically 
and  bacteriologically.  The  last  reports,  dated  September 
23rd,  1919,  were  : — 

^ exception  can  be  taken  to  the  use  of  this  water 

for  domestic  purposes  upon  Chemical  grounds.” 

2— Bacteriological  Examination,  “ The  above  results 
show  this  water  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

The  supply  is  ample  and  constant  in  the  dryest  weather. 
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ASHPITS,  PRIVIES,  BINS.  &c. 

Complaints  have  been  frequent  during  the  year  about 
the  delay  in  emptying  the  ashpits,  privies,  and  bins.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  the  work  has  been  done  more 
systematically,  and  complaints  have  been  fewer,  but  the 
results  are  not  satisfactory  yet. 

There  are  2,059  Water  Closets,  750  Ash  Closets,  528 
Ashpit  Privies,  439  Dry  Ashpits.  5 Ashpits  and  Ashclosets 
were  converted  into  Water  Closets.  The  scavenging  is  fairly 
well  done. 

The  chief  obstacle  in  securing  more  efficient  and  prompt 
emptying  of  ashpits,  etc.,  is  the  labour  difficulty.  The  “tips” 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  in  good  order,  and  in 
suitable  places. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  are  in  good  sanitary  condition.  Some  of 
them  were  closed  in  February  and  March  because  of  an 
Influenza  epidemic.  '• 

MATERNITY  ANd’  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  Penfold  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
There  is  an  average  attendance  of  about  25.  Surgical  cases 
are  sent  for  treatment  when  necessary  to  the  Newcastle 
Infirmary  and  to  the  Children’s  Hospital.  Those  needing 
treatment  at  home  have  advice  and  prescriptions  for  the 
required  medicines,  Maternity  cases  also  are  advised  and 
treated  if  necessary.  Six  cases  of  ophthalmic  neonatorum 
were  notified.  The  eyes  were  not  permanently  injured. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

There  is  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  performs  the 
usual  routine  work,  and  calls  at  the  house  of  the  M.O  H. 
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every  day  for  consultation.  The  Health  Visitors  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Oouncil. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  receives  cases  of  Enteric, 
Diphtheria,  and  Scarlet  Fever.  There  is  an  arrangement 
with  the  Rural  Council  for  the  reception  of  any  Small  Pox 
case,  but  none  has  occurred  for  many  years. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  Royal  Institute  of 
Public  Health,  London,  for  the  periodical  examination  of  the 
water,  and  with  the  County  Council  for  the  examination  of 
blood,  sputum,  and  swabs. 

There  is  a Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  accidents,  the 
Lady  Eden  Hospital,  which  is  financed  and  managed  by  the 
working' men  of  the  district. 

MILK. 

The  milk  supplied  in  the  town  is  of  good  quality.  Most 
of  it  comes  from  the  Rural  District. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  unwholesome  foods  were  condemned 
during  the  year  :-Corned  Beef,  6 tins  ; Fish,  6 stone  ; Dates 
73  boxes  ; Kippers,  cases  ; Eggs,  6oo 

The  Bakehouses  are  excellent. 

There  are  13  Slaughter-houses.  There  are  no  complaints 
to  make,  as  on  the  whole  they  are  kept  clean,  but  a public 
Abattoir  is  desirable. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

With  one  exception  the  Inspector  has  found  no  grounds 

for  comp  aint.  In  this  case  the  Council  Is  taking  action  at 
the  present  time. 
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HOUSING. 

No  houses  have  been  built  durinp:  the  year.  There  are 
several  instances  of  overcrowding,  but  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  take  vlgorons  action,  as  there  are  no  available 
houses  or  lodgings  for  people  who  might  be  turned  out,  A 
good  many  parts  of  the  town  are  insanitary  and  the  various 
premises  have  been  scheduled  for  closing  or  demolition  when 
there  is  any  possibility  of  housing  the  inmates  elsewhere. 


The  Tables  of  Mortality,  and  of  work  done  are  appended. 


8 


TABLE  I. 

Causes  of  Death  iu  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District, 


Cahses  of  Death. 

1 

i 

i 

1 _ 

Males. 

1 

Females 

All  Causes 

1 

1 . 

111 

92 

1 Enteric  Fever 

1 

. a 

1 

2 Small-pox 

• • 

9 

3 Measles 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

•'1 

3 

1 

5 Wiiooping  Cough 

• • 1 

*1 

18 

l 

G 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7 Influenza 

• • 

S Erysipelas 

9 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• , 

• 

S 

7 

10  Tuberculous  meningitis 

• • ; 

•) 

ll  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

• • 1 

9 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

• • 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

• • 

• 

9 

14  Meningitis 

15  Organic  heart  disease  . . 

• • 

• • 

8 > 

6 

A 

16  Bronchitis 

• • 

- ' 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

• • 

7 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

• • 

• • 

19  Diarrhoea,  & e.  (under  2 years) 

3 

A 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

« • 

• * 

21  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

• • 

• • 

21a  Alcoholism 

• • 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

2 

23  Puerperal  fever 

« • 

• • 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

« • 

• • 

25  Congenital  debility,  &c. 

5 

7 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

• • 

4 

• • 

27  Suicide 

. • 

• • 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

32 

39 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

• • 

1 

• • 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

• 

• • 

Poliomyelitis 

• 

• • 

• • 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

total 

18 

12 

Illegitimate 

• 

2 

1 1 

Total  Births 

142 

136 

Legitimate 

136 

128 

Illegitimate 

• 

6 

8 

1 

Population — For  Birth  rate 
For  Deatli  rate 


14,130 

13,o64 
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TABLE  II. 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances^ 
Department  during  the  Year,  1919. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


1— Pubic  Health  Acts, 

Number 
of  In- 
formal 
written 
Notices 
by  In- 
spector 

Number 

of 

Formal 
Notices 
by  order 
of  Auth- 
ority 

Number 
of  Nuis- 
ances 
abated 
after 
Notice 

General  Remarks. 

Dwelling-  | Foul  Conditions 

3 

3 

houses  and  < Structural  Defects  ... 

117 

54 

Schools  1 Orercrowding 

2 

3 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cowsheds  ... 

Bakehouses 

Slaughterhouses 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

14 

9 

11 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

3 

3 

Waterclosets 

17 

0 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

3 

1 

{ Defective  Traps 

House  ) No  Disconnection  from 

Drainage  1 Sewers 

( Other  Faults 

18 

4 

18 

Water  Supply 

Pigsties  ... 

Animals  Improperly  kept 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

13 

3 i 

12 

Tins  for  dry  house  refuse 

11 

! 

7 

Totals  ... 

201 

i 

24 

109 

H— Water,  Food,  ana  Drugs, 

Number 

Remarks 

Samples  of  W^ater  taken  for  Analysis  ^ 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 
Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ... 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome 

Food  •••  •••  , , . 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ... 
found  Adulterated 

i 

Corned  Beef,  6 tins 
Fish.  6 stone 

Dates,  73  boxes 
Kippers,  31  cases 

Eggs,  600 

lO 


Summary — continued . 


Ill— Precautions  against 
Infectious  Disease, 

N umber 

Remarks 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ... 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  ,,  „ ' ,, 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or 
things 

Convictions  „ „ „ 

2 

140 

IV— General, 

2 

3 

2039 

750 

528 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ... 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

„ ,,  Water-closets 

Ash-closets  ,,  „ 

Total  Number  of  'Water-closets  in  District 
,,  Ash-closets  ,, 

„ Ashpit -privies  „ 

I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


T.  /\.  yncCULLAGH,  /H.O.H 


March,  1920. 


